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ball deliver th 


Surely be thee 
the Snare of the Fowler, and 


Flche or Peſtilence ; in which 


to a ſteady Dependance upon G o p's 
Providence, as the greateſt Refuge un- 
der ſuch publick Cala mities. Verſe 1. 
He that dwelleth in the ſecret Place of the 
Moſt: High, ſball abide under the Shadow 


who depends firmly on the Divine Pro- 
vidence for Protection, has no reaſon 
to be overmuch terrify'd at the pro- 


,onfidence'in Him who is Almighty 
to ſave and preſerve. It follows ta the 


ſay of the Lord, He is my Refuge and my 


For 


? * : 1 2 
1 4 *. 4:4 # 6 bo , , 8 #% 
from the noiſome Peſtilence. 


—" HE Occaſion of this Pſalm 
ſeems to have been ſome great 


> thePfalmiſt tacitly perſwades 
of the Almighty. That is to ſay, He 


pet of Dangers, having repos'd his 


fame purpoſe in the 2d Verſe, I will 
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Fortreſs, 7 o D, in him wif I truſt. 

nd 3h the be Words of the Text, Seyeh 
9 ſball | deliver thte' from the Spurt if 
the Fowler, and fram the noiſome Peſtilence. 
That is, 1 wa | not but he will deli- 
ravick yer thee from all unſten Angers, par- 

n 8 from this deſtructive Peſtilence, 
Whoſe Venom eatcheth Men as inſefiſi- 

bly and ſuddenly as the Snare doth the 

| Bird, when it is laid by a cunning Fo- - 
ler. The Pfalmiſt va elegant) pur- 

ſues the ſame Subject in the four next 

Verſes : He ſhall cover-thee with int F 

thers, and under his Wings ſhalt thou W 

is Trath all be thy 25 ield and Buy 

That ; . Ten dock affectionately de 

thee, * : doth. her Ybung-ones 

under her Wings; and therefore truſt 

to his benign Providenve;. and depend 

upon his faithful Word; oppoſing that 

Q all the Dangers that threaten thee, 

asa 8 Sonlcter doth his Shield and Buck. 

ler to the 5 and Thkuſts of his 
Enemies. The Comfort of which Di⸗ 

Tu | ee is farther; deſcrib'd' in 
th, ot h, and 7th Verſes; Thou fbait 

not BY prong af vie for the Teryor : by: Night, no 
or the Arrow that fliers by D, wor for 

the Fe e, that. malleth in Dartneſi, not 
* the Deſtrattion that waſteth at Noon- ' 

day. 4 — ſhall Tu at thy Js, 7 2 
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17 thauſand E 55 * ht FR bat it 
all. not 5 7 nigh * Wit H hens | 
oh though 1 Neige baun or 
untries be depo pulated by Peſtilen- 
; tial Diftem es, 55 he who is intituled 
to Go »'s Protection ſhall remain fafe 
and ſecure from Danger: All which is 
| int, to the ſame intent and meaning 
with the Wor = 85 9 Text, Surely le 
fat deliver th 'The Doctrine 
ere of th Ten is plainly this: 
That ( Gop.# 4 N "Refuge 0 122 traſt 
in hip, in 10 F the moſt deft uttzve 
W and ne, 5 i 
TS 
And the Truth of this we may * 
1 be convinc d of, both by } n PPP 
7 Divine Revelatjpn. 


1141 yo 5310. j 


a \ Abd, "Firſt Reafon wilt ten as” le that 
there are mat ny Caſes of Difficulty a 491 
nger, wherein the wiſeſt and the 
ron gelt are not able to help them- 
Kies For tho a valiant and prudent 
Man may guard himſelf from tlie ſtroke 
and violence of his outward Enemies, 
and may find Ways and Means where- 
F to defeat the Hength and Subtilty 
others, yet when the Air he breaths 

4 is become fo infectious and veng- 
Wes that it WIE his Blood and Spi- 
rits, 
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it often happens that we can give no 
account why the Air ſhould * leſs 
wholſome at ſome times than others; 
neither can we tell what Diſtempers 
it will produce, when we do perceive 
it out of order; Theſe are Myſteries 
to us, and are certainly; order'd and 
directed by the All- wiſe Providence of 
8p, Who, for the puniſhment of a 


% 


People or Nation, ſends füch inviſible 
Enemies amongſt them as they are not 
able to withſtand, and by à ſecret ill 
Influence carries off more Lives in one 
Week than are kill'd in a Whole Cam- 
paign by the Engagement of regular 
Armies: And whereas, in Battels, and 
Sieges, and all Warlike Encounters, 
Which take off the Lives of many, there 
are commonly above one half that e- 
ſcape with their Lives; in this deſtru- 
_ Rive way of killing by Plague and 
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Peſtilence, there is ſcarce a tenth part 
which eſcapes. The Infants and the 
Aged, who are excuſed from hazard- 
ing their Lives in the Wars, are kill'd 
by Flague and Peſtilence together 
with the Healthy and Vigorous. No 
Age or Conſtitution can be free from 
that Infection, which lurks within that 
Air which is part of our daily Nouriſh- 
ment, and is as pernicious to us as if 
a of Poy ſon were mix d with our 
neceſſary Food. And when the Air 
we daily live upon is become thus 
hurtful and deadly, we know not how 
to withſtand it, or make it more whol- 
ſome, for that's altogether out of human 
power: Sharp Froſts and high Winds, 
which we fancy are able to cleanſe 
and puriſie the Air, are quite out of 
our power, and we can obtain them 
only by PRAY ERS to Him, who can 
ſend them for our Safety or Deſtruction 
whenſoever he pleafſeth. M * 
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But, Secondiy, not only Reaſon, but 

| Divine Revelation, makes it plain to us 
that G o o is our only Refuge and De- 
fence againſt the Beſtructiveneſs of 
Plague and Peſtilence. This is abun- 
dantly proy?d almoſt all- along in my 
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- 291ſt Plalm, particularly in the. th, 6th, 
and 7th Verſes. © The Obſervation of 
the Pſalmiſt will hold true in this, as 


well as in all other Caſes. of Extremi- 


ty, Except the Lord keep the City, the 


'Watch man waketh bat in Vain, Pſal. 


555 1. In the Caſe of Peſtilential 


Infection our Care and Watchfulneſs 
can ſignifie little, except Gop is plea- 
ſed to command the deſtroying An- 


gel to ſtay his Hand; as he did in 
that great Plague mention'd in 2 San. 


XXiv. 16. at Which time / Seventy thou. 
_ ſand Men were deſtroy d. Again it is 
ſaid, Numb. xvi. 49. Thoſe that dyd of 


the Plague were Fourteen thouſund; which 


Plague, in the 46th Verſe of that Chap- 


ter, is ſaid to proceed from the Meal, 
of the Lord. Again, Numb. xxv. 9. 
we read of ' Twenty-four: thonſand de- 


| ſtroy'd" by the Plague,” occaſion'd h 


Go »Þ's Anger being kindled againit 


Iſrael. And ſtill more emphatically to 
ſhew, that the Plague and Peſtilence 
are certainly the Arrows of the Al 


mighty, and of his ſending, for the 


puniſhing a wicked Nation or People, 
We read, 2 Chron, xxi. 14. that GO 


threatens Jehoram and his People with 


a Plague, 5 for his Wicked Reign; 
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Behold, mith a great Plague will the Lord 
ſmite thy People and thy Wives. And 
Numb. xi. 33. it is ſaid, The Lord ſmote 
the People with a wery great Plague. So 
that nothing 1s more plain and expreſs 
in all the Holy Scriptures, than that 
the Original Cauſe of Plague and Peſti- 
lence is from GO o, who cauſeth the 
Air to be indued with ſuch Venomous 
Qualities as do poyſon our Bodily tem- 
perament, to ſuch a degree, that whole 
Countries are ſometimes almoſt depo- 
pulated before ſuch Diſtempers ceaſe, 
A forrowtful- Inſtance of which, we 
have in that Plague and Peſtilential 
Fever Which has lately raged ſo much 
at Marſeilles in France, and its adja- 
cent Towns, that it has ſcarce left 
TONE in TEN alive in thoſe places: 
Their Phyſicians were not able to 
ſtand before it, but were forc'd to 
ſubmit to the ſame Fate with their Pa- 
. . 

Juſt Reaſon there is therefore that 
We ſhould aſſemble, to humble our 
ſelves before GO p for our National 
dins, leſt that Fatal Diſtemper (by 
Gop's juſt Command) ſhould be 
made to travel over, and depopulate 
Our Nation, as it has done ſome part 
of Theirs. 
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Wie are taught, that Sinners who 
are equally guilty are not alwaies e- 
qually puniſh'd. in this World, though 
they ſhall be in the next; there be- 
ing in Divine Providence a ſecret Di- 
ſpenſation of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, for the better Government of 
this World, which our ſhallow Per. 
ceptions ate not able to account for. 
To puniſh every Wicked Man in this 
World, would be to anticipate the 
Buſineſs of rhe Laſt Great Day; and 
therefore Gp puniſheth no farther in 
this World than is neceſſary for the 
regular Government of it : Upon which 
account great Sinners may fometimes 
eſcape in this World, when leſs Offen. 
ders are made the Subjects of the Di- 
vine Vengeance. And this our Lord 
has plainly taught us, Luke xn. 2, &. 
And Teſus anſwering, ſaid unto them, 
Suppoſe, ye that theſe Galileans were Sin 
ners above all the Galileans, becauſe thy 
ſuffer'd ſuch things ¶ that is, ſuch great 
temporal Puniſhments ] I rell you, Nay; 
but, except ye Repent, ye ſhall all like 
wiſe periſh, Or thoſe Eighteen on won 
the Tower in Siloam fell, and. flew them, 
Think ye that they were Sinners above 
the Men that dwelt at Jeruſalem? 1 tel 
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Jou, Nay ; but, except ye Repent, ye ſhall 
all Bkewiſe periſb. So that We of this 
Nation, who may be ſuppos'd to be 
as great Sinners as thoſe on whom 
this heavy Judgment has fallen in our 
Neighbouring- Nation, have reaſon to 
take up the Propher's Confeſſion, Lam, 
ili. 22. It is of the Lord's Mere) that we 
are not conſumed; it is becauſe his Com- 
paſſions fail not, that our Bodies are 
on this ſide the Grave, whereby we are A 
ſtill in a capacity to work out our own | 
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Salvation. We have long fought a- 
gainſt the Majeſty of Heaven, by our 
Irreligion and Impieties, and therefore 
have great reaſon to fear, that the * 
Great G O D ſhould fight againſt us id 
with his Sword, as the Peſtilence is 
calPd, 1 Chroz. xxi. 12. and deſtroy us 
by thoſe Methods which we are not 
able to prevent, any other ways 'than 
by humbling our ſelves before that All- 
e GOD, whoſe Mercies we 
ve ſo long abuſed, 
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And we have ſtill the greater rea- 
ſon to humble our ſelves before GOD, 
and to turn every one from his evil Way, 
becauſe GO D hath ſo often depopula- 
ted this Nation by his invincible * 
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4 into France, and f rom thence into 


e ſtorian) it made the Country quite 


ewas almoſt none left alive. From 


of Plague and Peſtilence. If we look 
into our /Engliſh Chronicles, we ſhall 
be abundantly convinced ef this. 
rie r ER EET STINT 7 | 
11 In the Eighth Vear of King Ed. 
ce ward the Second, there Was a Dearth 
throughout the Land, oecaſion'd by ; 
the Rains that fell in Harveſt ; af. 
e ter Which Famine there came ſuch ö 
% a Peſtilence, that the Living were 
« ſcarce able to bury the Dead. In 
„the Iwenty- ſecond Lear of King 
« Edward the Third, we read of a 
«, ſtrange, Peſtilence infecting the mid- 
« dle Region of the Ait, which began 
„ amongff the Eaſt- Indians and Tar. 
&, tars, and ſpread it felt over Turkey, 
et Syria, and Paleſtine ;\from whente it 
c paſs!d, over into thoſe. Countries on 
« this: ſide the Alps, and from thence 


& Germany and Holland. In the feventh 
«Year after it began, it came into 
« England, and began in our Sea-ports 
« in Dorſetſbire, where ( faith the Hi- 


void of Inhabitants, ſo that there 
&' thence it paſs'd into Devenſbire and 


„ Samenſerſbire, even unto Briſtol, and 
1 | 5 3 raged 
a ha F 
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« raged there ſo';furiouſly tac: «he 
Glouceſterſbire Men would not let the 
Hriſtol Men have any Communica- 
</tion or Dealing with them: But at 
0h lerer th the Piſtemper came to Goa. 
&« cefter, Oxford,” and London, and ſpread 
6 it ſelf all over England, fo that ſcarce 
A tenth. part of the People were left 
alive. When Church-vards (faich Sen 
& the fame Hiſtorian) were not ts. 
+:cxent.and::Jarge enough. to bury cheir 
Dead in, they were | forc'd io ap- 
# point certain Fields for that purpoſe. 
in the Fifteenth Year of Richard the 
c Second there Was a great Peſtilence, 
of which im a ſhort ſpace there dy'd 
Hleven thouſand in the City of pri. 
In the Eighteenth Year of King EA. 
«ward, the Fourth, there Was a Plague 
in England,” which laſted Fourteen 
„ Months, and carried off an innume- 
«fable; Company of People. In the 
Twelfth Lear of Queen Elizabeth, 
ar there was a Peſtilence that raged in 
England, and in all Parts of Europe. 
4 In the Thirty-fiſth Year, of Queen 
« Elizabeth there dy id of the Plague 
„in One Year's time, no lels than Ten 
* thquſand Six hundred and Seventy- 7 
« * In the firſt Year of the 4 77 
1 0 


* 
RL 7 
* 


— 


PPP / es a ASSL * d enen 


* 
- _—  —— — 
& WW ra 
N . * n 9 „ 223*ĩùů»„ „ „ 0 1 w ee Apa ere ee. * — = 
ö , : | 7 
2 <q 
* 47 y . 
12 DERMO N Preacy' 
T 0 ＋ 6 1 
| F _ by 1 l : a = : ; 
N 1 1 bs 


« of King, James the Firſt, a Flague 
« began at Offend,” and in ſeveral o- 
& ther parts of the Low Countries, il 
„ and many Soldiers returning from Mt \ 
. & thence into England, brought the a 
„Infection along with them into ſe- Nc 
« veral parts of the Nation, particu- p 
« larly into the City of LON UO; s 
C whereupon many of the Citizens, 

C to avoid the Diſtemper, Temov?d in- 

c to the Country; but in ſome parts 

& they would not receive them into 

„ their Houſes, and ſo many dy'd in 
. ꝗkhe Highways, and Fields, and Barns. 
„In that Year there dy'd of the 

< Plague in the City of London, T hir. 

« ty thouſand Five hundred and Se- 

« venty- eight. In the Firſt Lear of 
King CHARLES the Firſt there was 

a dreadful Plague in the City of Lon- 

don. The next great Plague that 1 
read of in this Need le that which 

is in the Memory of multitudes now 
living, Which happen'd Fifty-five Years 

ago, and which carried off (according 
to modern Authors) above One hundred 
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I have 
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I have been the more particular 
in giving you an Account of GOD's 
Viſitation of this Nation by Plague 
and Peſtileuce, that you may per- 
ceive, that it has pleas'd GOD to 
puniſh the Iniquities of our Fore- 
fathers moſt dreadfully and frequent- 
ly after this manner; which ought 
to be a great Warning to Us their 
Poſterity, to caſt off our Sins, and 
to humble our ſelves by Faſting and 


leſt the ſame judgment befalls us. 


It has pleas'd GOD to ſhew Us 


the Rod, by commanding the ſame 
judgment into one of our neareſt 
neighbouring Nations; and, What 
Reaſon can we give, that we have 


not as yet taſted of the fame bit- 


ter Cup? But only, That His Infi- 
nite Mercy has ſpared us: And if 
we do not take Warning, and an- 
ſwer the Gracious Deſigns of it, we 
can have but little Hope that GOD 
ſhould preſerve us from that De- 
ſtruction which now ſeems ready to 
come over amongſt us. 
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ASERMON preachd 


As it is moſt true in general, that | 


G O D killeth and maketh alive, 1 Sam. 
ii. 6. ſo more particularly in the 
Caſe of Uncommon Deſtructive Di- 
ſtempers, which depopulate whole 
Countries, the Infection whereof lies 
in the Air, and cannot be reQify'd 


by Humane Means: So that except 


the Almighty is pleas'd to command 


the Infection out of the Air, or to 


ſtrengthen our Blood and Spirits a. 
gainſt it, we muſt of neceſſity periſh 


in one common Fate, whenſoever 
our Sins ſhall provoke GOD to 


ſmite us with Plague and Peſti- 
lence. 1 | 


"Tis very abſurd to aſcribe theſe 
Dreadful Viſitations to the Conjun- 
ction of malignant Planets, (as ſome 


Hiſtorians have noted upon theſe 


Occaſions) for. certainly ſuch Plane- 
tary Influences would infect the 
World oftener than Our Mercitul 
God is pleas'd to command ſuch 
Epidemical Contagious Diſtempers 
into it. But if we give our ſelves 
leiſure to read of Go »'s Viſitations 
of his People in the Old Teſtament, 
1 we 
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— 


we ſhall there find, throughout the 

Hiſtorical Part of it, that their Iniqui- 

| ties have been the ſole Cauſes of ſuch 
general deſtructive Diſeaſes ; 2 Sam. 
xxiv. Numb. xi. Numb. xvi, 1 Chron, 

Xxi, c. 1 77 75 BY | I 
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GOD. knows how long, or how 
ſhort, it may be before. our Sins have 
made us ripe for Deſtruction. We 
cannot tell how ſoon we may have 
[1d up the Meaſure of our Iniquities, 
ſo that GOD will bear no longer 
with us. Thus the Jews filPd up the 
Meaſure of their Iniquities, in the 
Rejection and Crucifixion of Our Sa- 
viour, which concluded them under 
the Wrath of GOD, whereby they 
and their Nation and Polity were to- 
rally deſtroy'd. And to this purpoſe 
Our Lo RD deſcribes the miſerable 
Fate of Jeruſalem, their moſt eminent 
City, Lake xix. 41, 42. And when he 
Wes come near, he beheld the City, and 


„or over it, /aying, If thou hadſt known, 


es thou, in this thy day, the Things that 
| belong unto thy Peace, but nom they are 


id from thine Eyes, For the Days ſhall 

ome upon thee that thine Enemies ſhall. 

iſt a Trench about thee, and compaſs thee 
. 
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round, and keep thee in on eber ſide, and 
(hall lay thee! even with the Ground, and 
thy. Children within thee, and they [hall 
wot leave in thee one Stone npon another, 
becauſe thou knew?ſt: not. the time f thy 
Viſitation, To the ſame purpoſe we 
are told in effect, that G O D would 
deſtroy the Amorites, when their Ini. 
gquities mere fall, Gen, xv. 16. And we 
read, that the Iſraelites,” who had re. 
bel'd againſt GOD ſo many Years in 
the Wilderneſs, were utterly excluded 
from his Reſt, Pal, 95. Alt. Let Us 
have a Catet We do not provoke GOD 
too long, leſt He paſs a Sentence of 
Deſtruction upon us, as He did b 

thoſe Iſraelites. And when we refle 
upon our long . Abuſes of G O D' 
Grace and Goodneſs, we may have 
rea ſon to fear that Judgment cannot 
be far off. The Sins of Nineveh were 
ſo great, that they were within Forty 
Days of Deſtruction, (Jonah ili.) but 

upon the preachyng of Jonah, and his 
declaring the Judgments of G OD, 

that were then ready to fall upon them, 
they proclaim'd a Fas r, and turn 
every one. from hu Evil Way, Verſe 10. 

upon which it pleas'd G0 D to fave 
them from that Deſtruction, vir 
ge : 
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He was then ready to bring upon 
——AWA 1 


It is not ſufficient to exclaim againſt 
the Vices of the Age we live in, and 
to rip up the Faults of Others: For 
to be frequently exclaiming in the Ears 
of others againſt the Iniquity of the 


Limes and the Failings of our Neigh- 


bours, is generally a greater ſign of 
Hypocrites than Penitents. Such Peo- 
ple are commonly for correcting and 
amending any body rather than them- 
ſelyes: But a true Chriſtian Zeal for 


Reformation begins at home, and is 


more imploy*d about our own Acti- 


ons than thoſe of others; and if eve. 


| 7 | 
ry one would amend” himſelf, then of 
conſequence the Nation would ariſe 


out of that Deluge of Impiety which j 


is now thought to overſpread it; and 
GOD will be our Shield and Refuge, 
and defend us from thoſe Judgments 
of Plague and' Sickneſs under which 
ſome part of our neighbouring Nation 
at preſent 10 miſerably labours. 


| There is likewiſe Impiety of Opinion 


as well as of Praiſe, which we muſt 
turn from to propitiate GOD, and 
> 0 
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to ſhield us from his impending Judg- 
ments. Whatſoever Opinion derogates 
from the Honour of G 0 o, by giving 


us falſe and unworthy Notions of his 


Worſhip and Service, either by Popiſh 
Idolatry and Superſtition, or by Fana- 


tical Rudeneſs and Indecency, or by 


propagating prophane, mean, and un- 
grateful Thoughts of the Eternity and 
Death of his beloved Son (who with 
the moſt tranſcendent Affections to 


our: Humane Nature, endur'd the Tor- 


ments of the Croſs to reconcile us to 
GOD ;) Or whatſoever Opinion de- 


rogates from the Honour of the Ho Lx 
SPIRIT, who ſanctifies us, and is ſo 


plainly faid to be Gov, Acts iv. 5. 
If we do not relinquiſh our own novel 
fooliſh Notions and Opinions as to theſe 
main Articles, and reduce them into 


the Obedience of the Ancient and True 


Faith, how can we expect that FaTHex, 
S ON, 4 HoLY GHOST, Thre 
Perſons and One GOD, ſhould have 
Mercy upon us miſerable Sinners? To 
which Three Perſons in One Godhead 
we do in the Litany moſt juſtly pray 
to be deliver'd from Plague, Peſti. 
tence, N MMM N 


And 
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And as the Fear of National ſudg- 
ments ſhould make us recollect and 
amend all our National Faults, both 
in Belief and Practice; ſo, in order 
likewiſe to propitiate the All- powerful 
Go b, and obtain his Favour, we 
ſhould conſider what Ways of Wor- 
ſhip are moſt acceptable to him; and 
ſhould in all reaſon conclude, That 
that Religious Worſhip is moſt ac- 
| ceptable to Him which He has moſt 
proſper d and protected, under the 
W Reigns of ſo many gracious Princes, 
ſince the Reformation : From the be- 
ginning whereaf, what Happy Days 
did this Nation enjoy, till the end of 
the firſt Fifteen Years of King Charles 
the Firſt | Which ſeem'd (according 
to ſome Eminent Authors) to argue, 
chat Go p was well pleas'd with the 
8 Religious Worſhip that was then of- 
fer'd to him. But when Separatian and 
Kelig ious Novelties began to rend the 
Bowels of this ſo well compacted 
Church and Nation, how did the Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure appear, in permitting 
Wicked Men to puniſh us, in the De- 
ſtruction of our ſo excellently reform'd 
Church, and in the moſt Eo 
an 
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pious Prince and loyal Subjects ! Theſe 


formerly deſtroy'd as univerſally as 
Plague and Peſtilence, and ſomething 


Eſtates, as well as Lives. It ought 
therefore to be a Caution to all, how 
which our Fore-fathers ſo wiſely ſet⸗ 
tled, and tranſmitted to us their Po- 
againſt all Double-dealing and Hypo- 


are ſufficient to bring down the grea- 
teſt Judgments upon Nations; Our 


and illegal Proceedings againſt a moſt 


Unnatural Violences and Confuſions 
beyond them, in making Spoil of Mens 


they ſide and herd amongſt thoſe who 
are given to change the Old Conſtitution 


ſterity, and is a ſufficient Argument 


critical Conformity (which ill-delign- 
ing Men may call Moderation) which 


Saviour having pronounc'd the grea- 
teſt Woes againſt Hypocrites, whole 
ſpecious ill Practices may fitly be com- 
ale to the Snare of the Fowler in the 
ext. 1435 


: But to return to that which more 
immediately relates to our Subject. 
We ſhall ſtill have the more reaſon 
by all Religious Means to make Go 
our Refuge, if we conſider the dread- 
tul Circumſtances which commonly 
| e 
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pers; for Poverty and Famine are the 


when ſuch Mortal Diſtempers reign 
in any Nation, it damps all Trade 
and Commerce; People are afraid to 
Inave any Communication or Traffick 
Vith one- another, for fear of taking 
infection from thoſe Goods which 
they deal for: Which is evident in 
the late Caſe: of thoſe miſerable Inha- 


. F 
4 


own Neighbours, who durſt not come 
to them, but all neighbouring Coun- 
tries were afraid to receive or buy 
kny thing that came either from ot 
near them; ſo that it prov dia double 
Dudgment, Poverty coming upon the 
; eels of Stckneſs; 12 3 : | 4 | | 


| Such Mortal Diſtempers muſt like: 
viſe breed Famine, when People can 
wave: no Bread from others, and only 
hat they are able to procure for 
emſelves out of their own Stores, 
and when it ſometimes happens that 
here are ſcarce Labouring: men enough 
ft to till the Ground for more. When 
Feoples on neareſt and deareſt. Re- 
iN _ D lations 


Common Attendants of them: For 


ditants of | Marſeilles, who were not 
only depriv*d of the. Aſſiſtance of their 


21 


attend Plagues and Peſtilential Diſtem- 
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fatal inſectious Diſtempe 
fright thoſe from us who would other. 


Friendſhip, or our common Chriftiz 


Gift and comfort us in our Extremi 


Ws are no way ſaſe from thek 


agreeably to this Pi we read il 


SRERNMON \precch'd. 


lations make haſte to get ſrom them, 
and to keep at the | greateſt diſtance, 
for fear of certain Deſtruction, what 
can we imagine to be more deplora- * 
ble? And, what can tend more t9 


4 
" hs P 


| Poverty, Famine, and the greateſt Mi. 


ſeries, than to be overtaken. by ſuch 
rs, Which ak 


wite (upon account of Nature, oi 
nity ) think themſelves oblig'd to af 
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Mortal Diſtempers, but in G O Dy 
keeping: H E is able to ſupply all ou 
Wants, and to anſwer all our Neceſ 
ſities. If we make Him our Refuge, 
by an humble and devout Confidence 
then we are. in the number of tho: 
to whom it is promiſed in the Tenth 
and, Eleventh Verſes. af this Pſalm, 
There ſhalt no Evil bee all: thee, - veuthaÞ 
Hall apy Plague come nigh thy Dwelling 
For He. ſhall give Hu Angels charge oui 
thee, ta keep thee in all thy Ways, An 
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2 Sam. XXiv. 16. aforecited, That th 
9 Plague 
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plague Was Ray'd from Jeruſalem, ds 
G © ys. Cammaad, by the Miniſtry of 
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Let Us therefore, every one, by a 
true Reformation of our Lives, en- 
deavour to put our {elves under Goo's 
Protection, that we may upon good 
| Grounds hope that G O D, a 4 his 
Heavenly. Hoſt, may likewiſe become 
| the Guardians of our Nation: Not 
only for dur own fakes, but for our 
Children's and Nation's ſakes, let us 
take the Warning which Go now 
| gives us in the Calamities of our Neigh- 
bours, and ſin no more, leſt the ſame, 
or 4 worſe Thing come to Us, GOD 
has graciouſly promis'd, That He will / 
with-hold the . Judgments which he 
bas denounc'd againſt a Sinful Nation, 
if they. will return to him and their 
Duty, Jerem. xviii. 7. At what inſtant 
| 1 ſhall ſpeak concerning 4 Kingdom, and 
oonernig a Nation, to pluck up, and to 
Aon, and to 2 4 it; if that Nas 
n againſt whom I have pronoumc d turn 
n their Evil, I will repent of the 
eil that I thought to do unto them. 
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Nothing can be more graciouſly, 
mercifully, and plainly expreſs'd than 
this: And therefore every one that 
knows himlelf to be a Member of a 
Sinful Nation, ' ſhould turn from the 
Evil that he knows to be in it; and 
then, if the Nation doth not in ge- 
Hera ſo reform, as to avert G0 D's 
Judgments, yet if a truly penitent 
Perſon ſhould be involv'd. in the Com- 
mon Fate, and taken off amongft o- 
thers, GOD (who knows the Hearts 
and the Ways of all Men) will not 
forget his Piety and Devotion; He 
Will conſider” his Tears, and reward 
his Repentance with Joys unſpeakable. 
Though he may with multitudes of 
others wall through the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death, yet his GOD will 
be with him, to ſupport and comfort 
him: For GOD is above all,” and He 
is the gracious Father and ſure Re- 
warder of all that love and fear him: 
So that whether they live or die, it is 
to him; that is, to his Glory, and their 
own Salvation. 
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To Him therefore let Us direct our 
Prayers, and our Praiſes. Our Praiſes, 
that He hath hitherto preſerv'd us; 


and our Prayers, that by his Grace 


we may lead ſuch Religious and Ho- 
neſt Lives, that He may ſtill be plea- 
ſed to preſerve us from the Malice of 
the Devil, and the Violence of Men; 
from Plague, Peſtilence, and Famine, 


from Battle, Murder, and ſudden Death; 


and that, among all the Changes and 


| Chances of this mortal Life, we may ever 
be defended by His moſt gracious and ready 
Help; and finally, That He would 
conduct us fate, through Faith and 


| Well-doing, into his Heavenly King- 


| dom. 


I HIM, with the Eternal SoN 


and Bleſſed 8pIRIT, be all 


Honour and Glory, Dominion 


and Power, both now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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